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Network Promoting the Field of Middle Eastern Christianity 

Fifth Issue of the Newsletter 

April 2025 

 

 

The network Promoting the Field of Middle Eastern Christianity is concerned with the field of 

Middle Eastern Christian Studies in the homelands and the diasporas (from approx. 1800 until 

the present). 

It is a scholarly newsletter and therefore does not feature events or publications promoted by a 

particular Church (unless these are scholarly). 

It illustrates the work of a growing community of scholars working on Middle Eastern 

Christianity, scattered across various disciplines, departments, countries, scholarly traditions, 

and writing in different languages.  

Initiated by Anna Hager, University of Vienna.  

To join the network please contact her at anna.hager@univie.ac.at 

 

Next deadline: August 31st, 2025 
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Publications 

• Monographs 

 

Lukasik, Candace, Martyrs and Migrants: Coptic Christians and the Persecution Politics 

of US Empire. NYU Press.  

https://nyupress.org/9781479833221/martyrs-and-migrants/ (Use code NYUAU30 for 30% 

off) 

Drawing on years of extensive fieldwork among Coptic migrants between Egypt and the 

United States, Martyrs and Migrants examines how American religious imaginaries of global 

Christian persecution have remapped Coptic collective memory of martyrdom. Transnational 

Copts have navigated the sociopolitical conditions in Egypt and the global consequences of 

the US "war on terror" by translating their suffering into the ambiguous forms of religious and 

political visibility. Candace Lukasik argues that the commingling of American conservatives 

and Copts has shaped a new kind of Christian kinship in blood, operating through a double 

movement between glorification and racialization. Occupying a position between threat and 

victim, Copts from the Middle East have been subject to anti-terror surveillance in the US 

even as they have leveraged their roles as "persecuted Christians." Through Lukasik's careful 

examination of the everyday processes shaping Coptic communal formation, Martyrs and 

Migrants broadly reveals how ideologies of spiritual kinship are forged through theological 

histories of martyrdom and of blood, demonstrating the global dynamics and imperial politics 

of contemporary Christianity. 

 

Erik Freas (ed.) Palestine's Christians and the Nationalist Cause. The Late Ottoman and 

Mandatory Period (Routledge, December 2024): DOI 10.4324/9781032643960-8 

This book provides an historical overview of Palestine’s Christian communities and their role 

in the Palestinian nationalist movement during the late Ottoman and British mandatory 

periods. 

More than being a history of Palestine’s Christian Arabs, the book focuses on Palestine’s 

Christians during the formative period of Palestinian Arab national identity, attentive to the 

broader topic of the relationship between nationalism and religion—in this case, between 

Arab identity and Islam. Whereas until recently historians have tended to assume that national 

and religious identities are distinct and mostly mutually exclusive things, more recent 

scholarship has addressed the fact that often there exists considerable overlap between the 

two, though it should be noted, often in ways that are not by any means inherently exclusive 

of those not belonging to the majority faith, as is the case here. The relationship is also an 

ever-changing one, hence the final chapter of the book, which functions as something of an 

epilogue regarding the current status of Palestine’s Christians vis-à-vis their place in the 

nationalist cause and relationship with the broader Muslim population. 

With contributions from: 

Marteijn, Elizabeth. “Baraka without Boundaries: The Christian-Muslim Encounter at 

Shared Shrines in West Bank Palestine,” 273-300 

This chapter explores the spiritual meanings and political powers of the haptic phenomenon of 

baraka (“holy blessing”). Building on previous studies regarding sainthood and politics in the 

Middle East, the study investigates the shared shrines of Saint George and the Virgin Mary 

https://nyupress.org/9781479833221/martyrs-and-migrants/
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781032643960-8
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(two important intercommunal saints) in West Bank Palestine and argues that their shared 

veneration contributes to a sense of religious unity and national belonging. As a concept 

found in both Christianity and Islam, the religious dynamics surrounding baraka reflect the 

continuation of a longstanding and pre-colonial common religious culture grounded in shared 

shrines, shared religious figures, and a shared tactile piety, that has long remained resilient to 

processes of aggressive nationalism, and the changes wrought by modern missions from 

Europe, Russia and North America. Due to the decline of rural communities on the one hand, 

and the growth of reformist ideas, sectarianism and religious radicalization on the other, the 

processes pertaining to shared saint veneration have come under pressure. However, this 

study shows that, in contrast to doctrinal and institutional distinctions between Christianity 

and Islam, there yet remains a great deal of religious overlap at the level of everyday 

religiosity based on longstanding religious coexistence. 

Sanchez Summerer, K. and Irving S., “Orthodoxy and solidarity: Niqula Khoury's 

journey to the League of Nations,” 214-237 

 

Irving, S., Sanchez Summerer, K., Mairs, R. and Admiraal, L., Colonial vocabularies. 

Arabic teaching and learning (1870-1970) (Amsterdam University Press, Languages and 

Culture in History series, January 2025) https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/97258 

Language teaching and learning were crucial to Europeans’ colonial, national, and individual 

enterprises in the Levant, and in these processes, “Oriental language teachers” – as they were 

termed prior to the Second World War – were fundamental. European state nationalisms 

influenced and increasingly competed with each other by promoting their languages and 

cultures abroad, by means of both private and governmental actors. At the same time, learning 

Arabic became more prominent around the Mediterranean. The first half of the twentieth 

century corresponded with the emergence of new media; language was thought of as a 

cultural product to be exported into new cultural spaces. However, many blind spots remain in 

the history of linguistic thought and practices, including the forgotten and neglected voices of 

those involved in learning and teaching Arabic. This volume aims to revisit aspects of this 

linguistic encounter, including its vision, profile, priorities, trajectories, and practices. 

 

 

Derrick, David, Kenneth Cragg: Christian Spirituality and Muslim Mysticism. An 

Encounter of Souls (Living Stones of the Holy Land Trust, 2024) ISBN 978 1 9168979 6 0 

To obtain your copy, please email: admin@livingstones.ngo  

Living Stones of the Holy Land Trust is delighted to announce the publication of the first in 

its series of monographs: David Derrick's Kenneth Cragg: Christian Spirituality and Muslim 

Mysticism. An Encounter of Souls. The extensive study is an exploration of the life and 

theological thought of Bishop Kenneth Cragg (1913–2012). This work seeks to retrieve the 

foundations of Cragg's theological thought which allow us to review the religious character of 

Islam as he understood it. Cragg was a significant figure for the Christian encounter with 

Islam in the modern world. Cragg's distinctive account of Christian mysticism and spirituality 

can only be understood from the perspective of deep attachment to the Church of England, its 

history and ecclesial tradition. Cragg's thought is Protestant in doctrine and Evangelical of 

instinct. This work offers an original interpretation and account of Kenneth Cragg based upon 

his extensive writings, his interreligious encounters, scholarly endeavour over a long working 

life in the Anglican Church. 

https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/97258
mailto:admin@livingstones.ngo
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Living Stones of the Holy Land Trust, Living Stones Yearbook 2024 Christians in the 

Modern Middle East: Reflections on Politics, Religion, Society and Dialogue (2024) 

Table of content: 
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Vrej Neressian, The Armenian Church. Studies in Modern History, Theology and 

Ecclesiology, The Living Stones of the Holy Land Trust, 2024. 

To obtain your copy, please email: admin@livingstones.ngo 

The Revd Dr Nerses (Vrej) Nersessian was born in Tehran in 1948. He was educated at the 

Armenian College in Calcutta, the Gevorgian Theological academy in Holy Etchmiadzin 

(Armenia), and King's College, University of London. He has a degree in theology and a 

doctorate in Armenian Church history. In 1975 he joined the British Library as curator 

responsible for the manuscripts and printed books of the Eastern Christian cultures and 

traditions of West Asia, a post which he held until his retirement in August 2011. 

He was ordained a priest in 1983, elevated to archpriest in 1991 by Vazgen I Catholicos of all 

Armenians of Blessed Memory, and in October of 2022 he was awarded the distinguished 

medal of Saint Nerses Shnorhali by His Holiness Garegin II, Catholicos of all Armenians, for 

his distinguished career as a scholar, his curatorship of Eastern Christian collection at the 

British Library and devoted services to the Armenian Church. 

This volume of collected papers by Vrej Nersessian, a leading scholar of the Armenian 

Church, offers a significant contribution to its modern history, ecclesiology and theology. 

These studies provide an overview of the distinct Armenian Church's perspective on 

Christology, on the question of ecumenism and on the continuing significance of the 'mystic' 

and poet of the Armenian Christian tradition, Grigor Narekatsi (Gregory of Narek). Dr 

Nersessian outlines in detail the complex context for Armenian Church relations with the 

Tsarist Empire, church-state relations in Soviet Armenia and the impact of the Genocide upon 

the Church. The author describes further the rich and multi-layered thought of Armenian 

theologians in New Julfa in the Safavid Empire and Mik'ayel Ch'amch'ian's Shield of Faith. 

The contributions brought together in this collection bear testament to Nersessian's scholarly 

endeavour and his abiding commitment to promoting a deeper understanding of the Armenian 

Church in history and for today. 

 

mailto:admin@livingstones.ngo
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• Special Issue 

Lukasik, Candace and Michael Akladios. "Special Issue: Toward Critical Coptic 

Studies." Exchange: Journal of Contemporary Christianities in Context Vol. 54 No. 1 

(2025) 

Introduction to Special Issue: What is "Critical" about Critical Coptic Studies? 

This special issue moves toward a more robust conversation about the approaches and 

assumptions that have limited the scope of Coptic Studies. Contributors unpack the unique 

contributions a "Critical Coptic Studies" might offer to the field and other scholarly 

discussions elsewhere. Challenging the underlying assumptions of a field called "Coptic 

Studies," and the study of Coptic life worlds, articles trace the articulation of Egypt's modern 

nation-state formation, the Coptic experience before and following global migrations, and the 

political, religious, and social positionalities of Copts. Beyond the Copts, we invite reflection 

on more scaled themes of state-minority relations; migration and displacement; diasporic 

long-distance nationalism(s); religion and violence; as well as theology and globalization. 

Adopting a thematic approach, contributors to this issue explore the variable opportunities and 

constraints affecting people's social worlds and mobilities. We imagine the rich conversations 

started here as a launching point for fruitful interdisciplinary dialogue and layered 

interrogations that take seriously the varied stories of active subjects who are not marginal, 

but rather a part of living cultures enmeshed in global transformations.  

 

• Articles 

Marteijn, Elizabeth, and Ruba Totah, “Lived Religion and the Popular Culture in 

Early-Twentieth Century Jerusalem: A Palestinian Christian Perspective from the 

Memoir of Tawfiq Canaan,” Islamochristiana 50 (2024): 77-99.  

This article reinterprets Jerusalem’s religious and cultural landscape in the early twentieth 

century and, specifically, how this was lived and experienced by the city’s Palestinian 

Christian population. By analysing the memoir and other writings of one of its prominent 

members, the Lutheran physician and ethnographer Tawfiq Canaan (1882-1964), the study 

reveals a vibrant and diverse cultural-religious milieu during the late-Ottoman and Mandate 

periods of Palestinian history. In contrast to the conventional portrayal of a strict, conservative 

city dominated by religious institutions, Canaan’s descriptions of popular medicine illuminate 

aspects of rich religious worlds of Palestinians that are deeply intertwined with Palestinian 

culture and were common to—and often shared between—other religious communities of the 

city. The article’s original contribution lies in its usage of alternative, marginalised historical 

accounts by Jerusalem’s own inhabitants, shedding light on aspects of the city’s multi-

dimensional history. 

 

Sanchez Summerer, K. & Zananiri, S., “Unsilencing Palestine 1922-1923. Hundred 

years after Frank Scholten's visit to the Holy Land,” Contemporary Levant, ahead of print, 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/20581831.2023.2281853 

This piece presents an interview conducted by Karène Sanchez Summerer and Sary Zananiri 

with Salim Tamari and Yair Wallach about the Frank Scholten photographic collection (now 

available with Creative Commons access), discussing the archive's significance and use for 

researchers of the history of Mandate Palestine.During the turbulence of the period after the 

First World War, Dutch photographer Frank Scholten (1881-1942) travelled to Palestine with 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/20581831.2023.2281853
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the aim of producing an ‘illustrated Bible'. He arrived in Palestine in 1921, where he stayed 

for two years. While the bulk of his photo collection consists of images of Palestine, his 

camera lens gives a snapshot into modernity in the Eastern Mediterranean more broadly. The 

entire Frank Scholten collection, consisting of 12,000 negatives and 14,000 prints, represents 

a work in progress towards a 16-volume set of books on the ‘Holy Land', only two volumes of 

which were ever published.One of the hallmarks of Scholten’s collected work is the 

thoroughness with which he imaged Palestine. His images of people cut across religious and 

confessional lines, ethnic backgrounds, and class and urban-rural divides. He imaged people 

at work as well as in their leisure time, but most of all, he imaged people in the context of 

their daily life, rather than divorced from the landscape. 

 

• Upcoming Publications 

Sanchez Summerer, K. & Levant, M., “Controversial modernities, unpeaceful bodies? 

Body politics and the new Jerusalem YMCA (1930-1950),” in International Organizations 

in the Global South: Body Politics, Power Relations, Local Impacts edited by S. Baslev, E. 

Bicer and J. Peterson, IB Tauris. 

Sanchez Summerer, K., Zananiri S., Palestine in Transition. Frank Scholten's Visual 

Archive on British Mandate Palestine (Amsterdam University Press, Heritage and Memory 

studies, 2025) 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Coptic Christianity Conference: Between Archives and the Field: Cross-cutting 

Methods in Coptic Studies 

May 19-21, 2025, Fordham University Lincoln Center Campus, NYC 

https://www.fordham.edu/academics/centers-and-institutes/orthodox-christian-studies-

center/center-events/coptic-christianity-conference/  

The Orthodox Christian Studies Center is pleased to announce its inaugural conference in 

Coptic Christianity in the spring of 2025. 

Whereas scholarly debate tends be organized along lines of periodization, this 

interdisciplinary conference aims to advance the study of Coptic Christianity in Egypt and its 

diasporas by drawing together scholars from anthropology, art history, history, literature, 

politics, sociology, and theology whose research highlights points of connection between late 

antiquity and the modern world. Convened by Dr. Mina Ibrahim (Marburg University) and 

Dr. Mona Oraby (Howard University), established and early-career scholars who work with a 

wide variety of sources will consider how the deliberate exchange and adoption of new 

methods enriches our understanding of institutions, heritage, otherness, and memory. 

Keynote Speakers: Andrea Myers Achi, Michelle Al-Ferzly, Angie Heo 

Panelists: Febe Armanios, Heather Badamo, Beth Baron, Stephen Davis, Gaétan du Roy, 

Anna Hager, Safwat Marzouk, Mina Monier, Miray Philips, Carolyn Ramzy, Mourad Takawi, 

Mary Youssef 

 

https://www.fordham.edu/academics/centers-and-institutes/orthodox-christian-studies-center/center-events/coptic-christianity-conference/
https://www.fordham.edu/academics/centers-and-institutes/orthodox-christian-studies-center/center-events/coptic-christianity-conference/
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Current Research Project 

Elizabeth Marteijn, Rituals in Flux: Diasporic Religion among Christian Palestinian 

Refugees, 1948-present [2024-28] 

Univeristy of Groningen, won a NWO Veni Grant (Talent Programme of the Dutch Research 

Coucil). The research project Rituals in Flux: Diasporic Religion among Christian 

Palestinian Refugees, 1948-present [2024-28] traces the formation and global entanglements 

of Christian Palestinian refugee communities from 1948 to the present, and examines how 

their theological ideas and religious practices are affected in situations of violent conflict and 

forced displacement. It does so by studying these refugees in three different contexts: Israel 

(internal displacement), Lebanon (displacement in the region) and Germany (displacement 

outside of the region). Ultimately, the project develops an interdisciplinary theoretical 

framework to further our understanding of the connection between religion and refugees. 

 

 

Calls for Submissions and Applications 

 

Call for Submissions: Volume “Asian Christianities and Global Pre-Modern History” 

In BREPOLS series "Contact and Transmission: Intercultural Encounters from Late Antiquity 

to the Early Modern Period" 

The volume, expected to be published in the BREPOLS series "Contact and Transmission: 

Intercultural Encounters from Late Antiquity to the Early Modern Period", seeks to illuminate 

how religious identities and practices were negotiated across vast geographical expanses and 

how Asian Christianities participated in and contributed to these global historical frameworks 

during the Late Antique and Medieval periods. 

Contributors are invited to address any geographical region or linguistic area of Asia between 

Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages. Papers may focus on the analysis of textual sources or 

examine aspects of material culture related to a specific Christian tradition. In addition, we 

encourage studies that explore interactions and networks among various Christian traditions 

or their exchanges with other religious communities. 

> Contributions should be written in English and range between 6,000 and 8,000 words in 

length. Interested authors are invited to submit a short abstract of about 500 words (including 

some words about the academic background and current affiliation of the author) by April 30, 

2025, to Stanislau Paulau (stanislau.paulau@theologie.uni-halle.de) and Jonathan Stutz 

(jonathan.stutz@hu-berlin.de). 

 

University of Groningen, NL: Winter School, “Commensality and Cultural Heritage in 

the Middle East and its Diasporas”  

University of Groningen, 26-30 January, 2026, with Prof. Karène Sanchez Summerer 

(University of Groningen) and Prof. Heather J. Sharkey (University of Pennsylvania) 

(some aspects directly deal with Middle Eastern Christians, in a relational and comparative 

perspective) 

Research MA, PhD candidates and Postdoc Fellow are invited to apply 

mailto:jonathan.stutz@hu-berlin.de
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For more information please visit: 

https://www.rug.nl/education/summer-winter-schools/winter_schools/commensality-cultural-

heritage/  

 

Religions and Societies facing Contemporary Challenges, ReligiS 

January 2025 – January 2030: The interdisciplinary project “Religions and Societies facing 

Contemporary Challenges, ReligiS,” led by the University of Strasbourg, has been awarded 

€9,000,000 of funding over a 6-year period (2025-2030).  

Set up in partnership with the CNRS Research Council and European Universities, it brings 

together nearly 450 researchers from all SHS disciplines from 80 Institutes, from various 

disciplines to study the transformation of interactions between religions and societies in the 

contemporary world, from a long-term perspective. It also involves many national and 

international, public and private stakeholders  

For more information please contact: Prof. Karène Sanchez Summerer 

(karene.sanchez@rug.nl) 

https://research.rug.nl/en/prizes/religions-and-societies-facing-contemporary-challenges-

religis  

 

Past Events: 

American Academy of Religion – Southeast Region, 2025 Meeting 

March 7-9, 2025, at Florida Memorial University. 

Sara Daiane José, “Syriac Christianity in Brazil: Transnational Networks and Diaspora 

Identity Formation (1900-2012)” 

https://relse.org/meetings 

 

 

https://www.rug.nl/education/summer-winter-schools/winter_schools/commensality-cultural-heritage/
https://www.rug.nl/education/summer-winter-schools/winter_schools/commensality-cultural-heritage/
mailto:karene.sanchez@rug.nl
https://research.rug.nl/en/prizes/religions-and-societies-facing-contemporary-challenges-religis
https://research.rug.nl/en/prizes/religions-and-societies-facing-contemporary-challenges-religis

