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The network Promoting the Field of Middle Eastern Christianity is concerned with the field of
Middle Eastern Christian Studies in the homelands and the diasporas (from approx. 1800 until
the present).

It is a scholarly newsletter and therefore does not feature events or publications promoted by a
particular Church (unless these are scholarly).

It illustrates the work of a growing community of scholars working on Middle Eastern
Christianity, scattered across various disciplines, departments, countries, scholarly traditions,
and writing in different languages.

Initiated by Anna Hager, University of Vienna.

To join the network please contact her at anna.hager@univie.ac.at

Next deadline: April 15%, 2025
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e Publications:

Bakker Kellogg, Sarah. Sonic Icons. Relation, Recognition, and Revival in a Syriac World
(Fordham University Press: New York, 2024) ISBN: 9781531509132

https://www.fordhampress.com/9781531509132/sonic-icons/

A vivid, artfully crafted, and deeply hopeful account of one community’s struggle to
rediscover and reinvent itself after a century of genocidal loss, dispossession, and
displacement.

To the extent that Middle Eastern Christians register in Euro-American political imaginaries,
they are usually invoked to justify Western military intervention into countries like Iraq or
Syria, or as an exemption to anti-Islamic immigration policies because of an assumption that
their Christianity makes them easily assimilable in the so-called “Judeo-Christian” West.
Using the tools of multisensory ethnography, Sonic Icons uncovers how these views work
against the very communities they are meant to benefit. Through long term fieldwork in the
Netherlands among Syriac Orthodox Christians—also known as Assyrians, Aramaeans, and
Syriacs—Bakker Kellogg reveals how they intertwine religious practice with political
activism to save Syriac Christianity from the twin threats of political violence in the Middle
East and cultural assimilation in Europe.
In a historical moment when much of their tradition has been forgotten or destroyed, their
story of self-discovery is one of survival and reinvention. By reviving the late antique Syriac
liturgical tradition known as the Daughters and Sons of the Covenant, they seek a complex
form of recognition for what they understand to be the ethical core of Christian kinship in an
ethnic as well as in a religious sense, despite living in societies that do not recognize this
unhyphenated form of ethnoreligiosity as a politically legitimate mode of public identity.
Drawing on both theological and linguistic understandings of the icon, Sonic Icons rethinks
foundational theoretical accounts of ethnicization, racialization, and secularization by
examining how kinship gets made, claimed, and named in the global politics of minority
recognition. The icon, as a site of communicative and reproductive power, illuminates how
these processes are shaped by religious histories of struggle for sovereignty over the
reproductive future.

Christian Lange; Diertmar W. Winkler; Karl Pinggéra; Hacik R Gazer (ed.), Die
katholischen Ostkirchen. Herkunft - Geschichte — Gegenwart (Freiburg, Basel, Vienna:
Herder, 2024)

https://www.herder.de/theologie-pastoral/shop/p2/55783-die-katholischen-ostkirchen-
gebundene-ausgabe/

On November 21, 1964, the Eastern Church decree of the Second Vatican Council,
Orientalium Ecclesiarum, was promulgated in Rome. With it, the rich heritage of the Eastern
Church  was  given special recognition  within  the  Catholic  Church.
International scholars are taking the 60th anniversary of the decree as an opportunity to
present the origins, history and present of these churches.
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e Upcoming Publications:

Lukasik, Candace. Martyrs and Migrants: Coptic Christians and the Persecution Politics
of US Empire (NYU Press: New York, March 2025) ISBN 9781479833221

Now available for pre-order:

1. https://www.amazon.com/Martyrs-Migrants-Christians-Persecution-
Religions/dp/1479833223/ref=tmm_pap swatch 0? encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&di
b=eyJ21joiMSJ9.Hu6CZ0pOcRTHcOfrTZEPULIOB17qlBzCB_tfewXP6Y MxpsvhHF2
QIMoxCKPhpU-
gBkNgZjy5YmLVOYM7Ldn3fvgW nJ3SG99vgYueNEUZz1l.znaiINBuKdkddSKLQF
RLW30CEZi5zY9-T-Fopl2Pwyi0&qid=1731598923&sr=8-1

2. https://nyupress.org/9781479833221/martyrs-and-migrants/"

How Coptic Christian migrants reshape religious identity through the imagination of US
empire

Coptic Orthodox Christians comprise the largest Christian community in the Middle East and
are among the oldest Christian communities in the world. While once the objects of American
missionary efforts, in recent years Copts have been in the spotlight for their Christianity. A
spate of 1SIS-related bombings and attacks have garnered worldwide attention, leading to a
series of efforts from US politicians, think tanks, and NGOs to re-channel their efforts into
“saving” these Middle Eastern Christians from Muslims. The increased targeting of Copts has
also contributed to the moral imaginary of the “Persecuted Church,” particularly among
American evangelicals, which embraces the idea that Christians around the globe are
currently  being  persecuted more than any other time in  history.
Drawing on years of extensive fieldwork among Coptic migrants between Egypt and the
United States, Martyrs and Migrants examines how American religious imaginaries of global
Christian persecution have remapped Coptic collective memory of martyrdom. Transnational
Copts have navigated the sociopolitical conditions in Egypt and the global consequences of
the US “war on terror” by translating their suffering into the ambiguous forms of religious and
political visibility. Candace Lukasik argues that the commingling of American conservatives
and Copts has shaped a new kind of Christian kinship in blood, operating through a double
movement between glorification and racialization. Occupying a position between threat and
victim, Copts from the Middle East have been subject to anti-terror surveillance in the US
even as they have leveraged their roles as “persecuted Christians.” Through Lukasik’s careful
examination of the everyday processes shaping Coptic communal formation, Martyrs and
Migrants broadly reveals how ideologies of spiritual kinship are forged through theological
histories of martyrdom and of blood, demonstrating the global dynamics and imperial politics
of contemporary Christianity.

e Research Center:

Egypt Migrations
https://eqgyptmigrations.com/

Dr. Michael Akladios, a historian at the University of Toronto’s History Department, directs a
participatory, multi-sited archival project as part of Egypt Migrations’ work.
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Since 2016, Egypt Migrations has served as a vehicle for the preservation and promotion of
the histories and experiences of migrants from Egypt who are contributing to their host
societies. Our work centers on the identification, acquisition, digitization, and production of
very large collections of historical materials — including photographs, papers, diaries, books,
oral histories, and other audio-visual multimedia — that illuminate the diverse, interconnected
stories of individuals and groups that make up the collective memory of Egypt’s diasporas.

Egypt Migrations is a Canadian non-profit providing free access to source materials
preserved in the first Egyptian immigrant archival collection housed at the Clara
Thomas Archives and Special Collections (CTASC) at York University. It promotes
education through expertly curated exhibitions, digital educational resources, and physical
events and conferences. It empowers our communities by training and mentoring junior
scholars of Egypt and young Egyptian professionals.

For eight years, we have launched dynamic initiatives that enhance Egypt Migrations’ historic
collections and showcase these materials to the international community, provoking
challenging questions and sparking engaging discussions about the realities of Egypt’s
diasporas.

This initiative moves beyond the standard practice of single-sited, single-community curation
by producing ground-breaking deliverables that center the Coptic experience across multiple
geographies in connection with developing innovative digital humanities resources. The
project promotes social equity, raises public awareness and interest in Middle Eastern
migrants, and provides a long-lasting reference point for educational and research purposes.

e Completed Project:

Saint-Joseph University Beirut (USJ) and the Catholic University of Lyon (UCLY):

The Theological Perception of the Other in a Diverse Context. Comparative Study of the
University Curricula on Religious Diversity and Dialogue in Lebanon

This project was entirely funded by the Council of Research of the Saint Joseph University
(Université Saint-Joseph) in Beirut. It started in 2018, had to slow down due to the many
crisis Lebanon has been facing. It was first challenged by the strain the Covid-19 pandemic
put on direct and participant observation, yet despite all the challenges, the project was
completed in October 2024. The results are ready to be debated among scholars, and will be
published on the website of the USJ featuring its research and soon in the journal Proche-
Orient Chrétien (more details to follow).

Principal investigators: Roula Talhouk (USJ) and Michel Younes (UCLY)
Associated researchers: Pierre Lacoste (USJ), Chimeéne Saliba (USJ), Florence Javel (UCly).

In a world torn between welcoming and rejecting the other, it is the duty of the university to
engage in the debates about its own academic position. This position, however, is double-
edged; the university diffuses among its students its way of perceiving values and the way it
interacts with the other. Yet, since the university possesses intellectual authority, it could also
shape the student according to unilateral ideologies entailing potential or even actual violence.

Based on this reality, our project carried out a qualitative enquiry in 16 academic institutes of
higher education (chosen based on clearly defined criteria) and an analysis of university
curricula providing degrees in the fields of: inter-religious dialogue, Muslim-Christian
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relations, diversity management, degrees in theology, both Christian and Islamic (figh and
other).

Since the diversity of Lebanon is enshrined in its constitution, the project focused on Lebanon
and 16 Christian and Islamic institutes, with the goal to eventually extrapolate this type of
research in other countries, given the benefice of this approach and its methodology in the
understanding of the perception of the other and the training of young clerics and religious
individuals of both religions.

e Upcoming Event:

Paris, Wednesday 22 January 2025, 6pm, IREL and 1ISMM,

Book presentation in French of Christian-Muslim Relations in the Aftermath of the Arab
Spring: Beyond the Polemics over “The Innocence of Muslims” by Anna Hager, Edinburgh
University Press (2024): https://edinburghuniversitypress.com/book-christian-muslim-
relations-in-the-aftermath-of-the-arab-spring.html

Organized by the Institut d'étude des religions et de la laicité (IREL) and the Institut d'études
de I'lslam et des sociétés du monde musulman (IISMM)

At I[ISMM, 54 Boulevard Raspail, 75006 Paris, 3rd floor
(more details to follow)

e New Appointment:

Gehm, J.I. (Jan): substitute for the Junior Professorship in Intercultural Theology and
Religious Studies at the Department of Protestant Theology, University of Hamburg:
https://www.theologie.uni-hamburg.de/einrichtungen/kontakt/jan-gehm.html
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