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We are a growing community of scholars who work on Middle Eastern Christianity, but we 

are scattered across various disciplines, departments, countries, scholarly traditions, write in 

different languages, and do not know much about each other's work.  

The network Promoting the Field of Middle Eastern Christianity therefore seeks to highlight 

the research concerned with Middle Eastern Christianity in the homelands and the diasporas 

(from approx. 1800 until the present). 

It is a scholarly newsletter and therefore would not feature events or publications promoted by 

a particular Church (unless these are scholarly). 

Initiated by Anna Hager, University of Vienna.  

To join the network please contact her at anna.hager@univie.ac.at 

 

Next deadline: 2 December 2024 
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• Publications 

 

Woźniak-Bobińska, Marta, “Druzification from below: The case of Arameans in the 

north Israel,” Nations and Nationalism (2024), https://doi.org/10.1111/nana.13019 

Specifying and partially adapting Yusri Hazran's concept of 'Druzification',  meaning the 

Israelis' conscious policy of minoritising indigenous populations and encouraging their 

conscription to the army, this article proposes a term 'Druzification from below' to stress the 

bottom-up character of the Aramean movement in northern Israel as well as the agency of 

Middle Eastern Christians. 

 

Sheklian, Christopher, “Stational Liturgy and the Minority Right to the City,” City & 

Society 36: 2 (August 2024): 116-128. DOI: 10.1111/ciso.12494.  

Armenian Apostolic Christians in Istanbul implicitly assert their “right to the city” through the 

liturgical itinerary that moves around the megalopolis of Istanbul. Though the right to the city 

has been taken up in a plethora of ways, its applicability to religion and religious practices is 

underexplored. While many Armenians in the Republic of Turkey explicitly take up the 

language of rights, the urban liturgical movements described in this article do not sit easily 

with either ideas of universal human rights or the minority rights framework operative in the 

Republic of Turkey. The concept of the right to the city, which already sits at the limits of 

conventional notions of rights, helps articulate how these religious practices claim an urban 

minority presence. By considering Armenian Christian liturgical practice in Istanbul 

simultaneously as “stational liturgy” and as a claim to the “right to the city,” this article offers 

an ethnographic account of urban minority presence-making that encounters the legal 

strictures of rights discourse without being fully enmeshed in them. In so doing, the article 

uses the ethnography to make a broader argument about the limits of rights discourse to 

account fully for forms of presence-making that are grounded in minority traditions. 

 

 

• Completed Dissertations 

 

Marie Vergnes-de Geoles, Le Saint-Sépulcre, «pivot et cœur des mondes»: usages, 

exposition et conservation des objets catholiques dans la basilique depuis 1847. 

Thèse en histoire de l’art préparée sous la direction de madame Isabelle Saint-Martin, Ecole 

pratique des hautes études, Paris, 23 mai 2024. 

https://theses.fr/s216742?domaine=theses  

[Marie Vergnes-de Geoles, The Holy Sepulcher, “hub and heart of the worlds:” uses, 

exhibition and conservation of Catholic items in the basilica since 1847. 

Dissertation in History of Art under the supervision of Prof. Isabelle Saint-Martin, Ecole 

pratique des hautes études, Paris, 23 May 2024] 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1111/nana.13019
https://theses.fr/s216742?domaine=theses
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• Soon to be Completed Project 

 

ERC Rewriting Global Orthodoxy: Oriental Christians in Europe, 1970-2020, Prof. 

Heleen Murre-van den Berg, Radboud University 

The "Rewriting Global Orthodoxy: Oriental Christians in Europe, 1970-2020" Project, hosted 

at Radboud University under the direction of Prof. Heleen Murre-van den Berg, will conclude 

this year. The project, which included two postdoctoral researchers (Gaétan du Roy and 

Christopher Sheklian), three PhDs (Jan Gehm, Matija Miličić, and Habtom Yohannes), 

management assistant Elise Aghazarian, and ICT developer Wessel Stoop, ran from 2019 to 

2024. It looked at the migration, history, and changes of the Oriental Orthodox Christian 

churches and communities in Europe over the past fifty years through their publications. In 

addition to several international conferences, the published work of the team members, and 

the completed PhD theses, the project also produced a database containing hundreds of 

publications by Oriental Orthodox Christians, the "Four Corners of the World Library," which 

you can access at https://fourcornersoftheworld.ptrs.ru.nl/. This project has received funding 

from the European Research Council (ERC) under the European Union's Horizon 2020 

research and innovation programme (grant agreement No. 834441 GlobalOrthodoxy). 

 

• Appointments 

 

Heather J. Sharkey has become editor-in-chief of the Brill journal Social Sciences and 

Missions, taking over from Yannick Fer of the ENS in Paris. This bilingual, French and 

English journal publishes articles of a historical and interdisciplinary nature on the subject of 

missions, broadly understood to mean social movements for change.  You can read the 

journal's statement of purpose here: https://brill.com/view/journals/ssm/ssm-

overview.xml?language=en 

Please consider submitting your research! 

 

Dr. Christopher Sheklian joined the Department of Philosophy and Religion at Mississippi 

State University, beginning in the Fall 2024 Semester.  

Dr. Christopher Sheklian is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Philosophy and 

Religion at Mississippi State University. He is an Anthropologist of Religion specializing in 

questions of minority rights, diasporic placemaking, and the relationship between 

social theory and theology with a focus on Armenian Christians in the Middle East and 

Europe. His scholarly work combines rich ethnography and anthropological methods with a 

deep engagement with the Armenian theological tradition. A deacon of the Armenian 

Apostolic Church, he also serves as the editor of the St. Nersess Theological Review. He 

recently published the article "Stational Liturgy and the Minority Right to the City." City & 

Society 36, no. 2 (August 2024): 116-128. DOI: 10.1111/ciso.12494. Currently, he is working 

on a book project, Liturgical Rights: Armenian Minority Presence in Turkey, based on over 

two years of ethnographic fieldwork with Armenian Christians in Istanbul. The book argues 

that the presence instantiated by Armenian Orthodox Christians through liturgy anchors a 

minority tradition and an indigenous minority form of life in a political context where this 

presence is continuously suppressed, denied, or erased. 

https://fourcornersoftheworld.ptrs.ru.nl/
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• Research centers 

 

Center for the Study of the Christian East (ZECO – Zentrum zur Erforschung des 

Christlichen Ostens), University of Salzburg, Austria 

https://www.plus.ac.at/zeco-zentrum-zur-erforschung-des-christlichen-ostens/  

ZECO's work is largely based on third-party funded research. Depending on the research 

project, this combines a wide variety of methods and scientific disciplines and requires 

cooperation with ancient Near Eastern studies, linguistics, theology, archaeology, art history, 

church history, patrology, Byzantine studies, papyrology, ethnology, etc. 

The aim of ZECO is in particular to research the Oriens Christianus, its languages, cultures 

and traditions in their respective historical, political and geographical areas, i.e. in its home 

countries and the western diaspora. It is not only about researching and safeguarding the past, 

but also about the present of Oriental Christianity in its ecumenical relations and religious 

contexts. 

The focus is currently on Armenian and Syriac studies. The Syriac studies at ZECO are 

researching various aspects of Syriac-Aramaic Christianity, which spread from the Middle 

East along the silk and trade routes to Central Asia, India and China. ZECO is currently 

running a long-term project on Syriac Christianity along the Silk Road, which was funded by 

the State of Salzburg and private funding, two FWF projects and several dissertation projects. 

 

https://www.plus.ac.at/zeco-zentrum-zur-erforschung-des-christlichen-ostens/

